Writer’s Workshop Unit 1 - Communication
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1. Step One: Prewriting 

SENSE OF PLACE BRAINSTORM 
List 5 possible places to which you have a strong emotional connection and “sense of place” (either positive or negative). Think about which would be the most interesting and meaningful to write about. Highlight the one you choose. 

1. ****
2. ****

3. ****

4. ****

5. ****

Deciding on a Mood 
Think about how your favourite place makes you feel or why it is important to you.  When you are there, are you excited? Relaxed? Happy? Comfortable? Write at least 3 feelings, or moods, below. You can watch the mood video to review.

****

Mind Map - Specific Details 
Brainstorm ideas for specific details that you could include in your description. These details should be meaningful and capture the “essence” of your chosen place. 

	****
	
	
	
	****

	
	****
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	****
	
	

	
	****
	
	****
	

	****
	
	
	
	****



Including Sensory Details and literary devices:
Close your eyes and put yourself inside this place, or if possible, spend some time there. How do you feel? What do you see, hear, smell, feel, and taste? Decide which senses (at least 3) you want to include and brainstorm as many sensory details as you can. Include imagery and figurative language. 

See – ****

Hear – ****

Smell – ****

Feel – ****

Taste – ****

Similes – ****

Metaphor – **** 

Alliteration – ****

Ideas for strong verbs (action words) and adverbs – ****

Ideas for nouns and adjectives - ****


2. Step Two: First Draft
[image: rafting]The next step is to put your ideas - your brainstorming, lists, and mind mapping - together into the first draft of your descriptive writing. Try to get all your ideas on paper and don't worry about making your first draft perfect.
****

(Submit steps one and two to Prewriting and Draft Assignment Dropbox in Moodle).




3. Step Three: Revising 
[image: ]Complete AFTER steps one and two are marked and you have reviewed feedback from your teacher. Use a different colour pen or pencil (or a different colour text if you are working on a computer) to make your revisions on your draft. Check off each revision step as you complete it. 
Check the overall content:
· Is it in the best order?
· Did I say everything you wanted to say?
· Is it all relevant?
· Should I add, subtract, move, or change anything?
Look at word choice.
· Check: Do I have figurative language? Your teacher would like to see one or more simile, one metaphor, and one or more alliterations. 
· If you said no to any of the above, take the time to enhance your word choices. 
· Check: Have I used sensory language? Your teacher would like to see three senses addressed (sight, sound, touch/feel, taste, smell)
· If you do not have three senses included, take the time to enhance your word choices.
· include stronger action verbs. Can you substitute, add, or remove any words? (looms, winding, pedaled, sought, absorbed, lapping, hummed)
· Check: Have I used vivid verbs and creatively applied adverbs? 
· Where can I substitute, add, or improve any verbs and adverbs? (menacingly, casually, reluctantly, seemingly)
· Check: Have I enhanced some nouns with tantalizing adjectives? (majestic, grass-filled, endless, gentle, peaceful, threatening) 
· Where can I substitute, add, or improve any adjectives?
Look at sentence variety.
· Check: Do I add the occasional exclamation or question?
· If not, where can I use one of these?
· Check: Do I vary my sentence length? 
· If not, where can I combine/lengthen or divide/shorten a sentence.  
· Check: Do I vary the way I start sentences?  (A common error is to start more than one sentence in a paragraph with "I", "Then", or "Next". Please do not overuse these words!)
· If not, where can I change the way I start sentences. (Remember, you can vary the subject, use a preposition, and adverb, an -ing word, or a clausal) 

****Paste draft work here. Then make your revisions. Show your revisions by using a different colour text than your draft. 


When you think you are done, slowly read it out loud to make sure it makes sense.
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4. Step Four: Editing 

Paste your revised work below. Then, patrol your writing for CUPS. Put an X beside each item after you have double checked it.
· I checked if I capitalized all words correctly?  (In poetry, you can be more creative with capitals, but you need to be consistent throughout your poem.)
· I checked my usage (grammar, matching nouns, and verbs, consistent tense)? 
· I checked my punctuation? 
· I checked if I spelled all words correctly? 

****Paste your revised work here. Make it all one colour. Then complete your edits in another colour.

[bookmark: _GoBack]5. Step Five: Publishing
· Paste your revised and edited writing below or on the next page (or in another form you’d like to “publish” it in. Make it all one colour.
· Complete the final steps and final touches outlined in the online lesson. (home facilitator check, title, author, optional image)

****
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